
Sun Smart Policy Reviewed 2019 
 
Rationale: 
 
Queensland has the highest rate of skin cancer in the world. Skin cancer is a result 

of cumulative exposure to the sun and is therefore preventable. Ultra violet radiation 

levels are highest during the hours that children are at school.  

 

Department of Education policy state that “Schools must consider the most practical 

and effective ways of further enhancing sun protection for students attending 

Queensland schools”.  

 

Together as a community it is our responsibility to ensure that all members are 

aware of the risks associated with sun exposure, to model ‘sun safe’ behaviour and 

to encourage and expect our children to use ‘sun safe’ behaviour.  

 
Aims:  

- Provide ongoing education that promotes personal responsibility for skin 

cancer prevention and early detection.  

- Provide environments that support ‘Sun Smart’ practices.  

- Ensure school program avoid UV exposure during peak UV period- 10am to 

3pm.  

Procedures:  

Mt Molloy State School will: 

- Inform parents of the Sun Smart policy when they enrol their child.  

- Include Sun Smart policy in the school handbook.  

- Integrate Sun Smart education across the curriculum and as need arises.  

- Provide information in the school newsletter and to P&C about sun safe 

practices.  

- Provide positive role modelling by encouraging all staff and visitors of the 

school to use Sun safe behaviour.  

- Ensure all students and staff wear hats and clothing that cover the face, neck 

and ears. 

- Increase the amount of shade in the school grounds where possible by 

planting trees and the purchasing of shade shelters and shade structures.  



- Ensure that students without adequate protection play in an undercover area 

or indoors.  

- Ensure that students wear swimwear that protects the trunk and torso of the 

body.  

- Ensure that students and staff use sunscreen when outside for extended 

periods of time. 

- Ensure that outdoor activities take place in the cooler part of the day.  

- Ensure that 30+ sunscreen is available to all students, staff and visitors to the 

school at all times.  

- Seek ongoing support from parents and the school community with policy 

review and implementation through newsletters and P&C meetings. 

- Review the Sun Smart policy regularly.  

 

Parents will: 

- Provide a Sun Smart hat as part of their child’s school uniform. The Cancer 

Council Queensland recommends an 8-10cm Broad Brimmed hat. 

- Provide sunscreen to their child/ren when he/she attends excursions and 

school activities that entail prolonged exposure to the sun.  

- Ensure their child has appropriate Sun Smart swimwear for school swimming 

– swimwear which covers the torso such as Rasa shirts. 

- Act as a positive role model.  

- Support the school’s Sun Smart policy and contribute to regular updates of 

the policy.  

 

Students will: 

- Be aware of and discuss the school’s Sun Smart policy.  

- Take responsibility for Sun Safe behaviour by wearing a suitable hat 

whenever outdoors without being asked.  

- Use shaded areas for play wherever possible.  

- Contribute to the updates of the policy.  

- Apply sunscreen when having prolonged exposure to the sun.  

- Participate in Sun Smart education programs. 
 

 


